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Winnipeg troupe nominated for national comedy award

WINNIPEG, CANADA – Winnipeg sketch comedy troupe Hot Thespian Action has been 
nominated for a 2011 Canadian Comedy Award in the category of Best Sketch Troupe, with 
comedy icon The Second City among the fellow nominees. The award ceremony, taking 
place in Toronto in mid-October, is poised to cap off a promising year for the local þvesome 
that has already included sold out shows, performances with Canadian comedy legends, and 
development of a television pilot.

“2011 has been really exciting for us,” says Shannon Guile, one of the troupe’s members, 
“and it’s really only just getting started.”

Performing in their own sold-out headlining show at the 2011 Winnipeg Comedy Festival in 
April, Hot Thespian Action was also invited to appear in one of the FestӚs televised galas, 
starring alongside Canadian comedy legends Andrea Martin, Cathy Jones, and Sean Cullen.

Since then, Hot Thespian Action has been busily preparing a “best of” show for the 2011 Win-
nipeg Fringe Festival, entitled A Show of Hands. Using hundreds of online survey responses 
from fans, the troupe is choosing the ògreatest hitsó from its 4 years of successful Festival 
outings, which have included two back-to-back òBest Of Festó designations, in 2009 and 
2010.

In addition to preparations for the Fringe, Hot Thespian Action is in the midst of developing a 
television pilot, which they hope to see produced in the coming year. Fundraising for the en-
deavour has begun in earnest, with a grassroots online campaign taking shape through the 
troupe’s website at www.hotthespianaction.com/pilot. 

 “The fundraiser is going really well – I think partly because it’s not just a donation but a 
chance to be a part of something exciting,” explained Garth Merkeley, a member of the 
troupe. òPlus, it doesnӚt hurt that we sweeten the deal by giving perks for contributing, like 
tickets to our Fringe show, t-shirts, or even a part in our TV pilot.ó

 The fundraising campaign, which runs until the beginning of August 2011, has already 
passed its preliminary goal of $5,000.

 “I’m pretty optimistic that we can get to our new goal of $10,000 before the end of the fund-
raiser,ó said Merkeley. òWe have some pretty amazing fans!ó
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Brief Company Bio:

With accomplisments ranging from appearing at the CBC Winnipeg Comedy Festival, to 5 
star reviews and a completely sold out run at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival, to writing and 
performing in a commissioned radio play for CBC Radio, Hot Thespian Action continues to 
astound audiences with their unique brand of often physical, sometimes musical, always 
stripped down sketch comedy. 

Here’s what people are saying about Hot Thespian Action:

“As rising comedy stars go, there were none brighter at this year’s [Comedy] fest than local 
sketch troupe Hot Thespian Action....” - Brad Oswald, Winnipeg Free Press

òThe performances across the board are virtually pitch-perfect, and the troupeӚs sense of 
sketch comedy structure and pacing is extremely strong. It’s almost depressing how good 
they are so young.” – Dean Jenkinson, Writer: This Hour Has 22 Minutes, CBC. 

“The local quintet of Shannon Guile, Jacqueline Loewen, Garth Merkeley, Ryan Miller and 
Jane Testar unfailingly produces wildly entertaining sketch comedy that gives the genre 
a good name. It’s not just the uniformly adroit performances — beautifully timed, with a 
physicality that can be graceful or goofy as required ñ but the bizarre, brilliant territory this 
troupeӚs fevered collective brain explores.... Hands down the best sketch comedy in Winni-
peg. Somebody give these folks a TV show. - Jill Wilson, Winnipeg Free Press.

ò...Every thoughtfully penned sketch keeps the laughs ÿowing so consistently throughout the 
hour that it’s a shame it has to end.” - Lindsay Ward, Winnipeg Sun.

òThese guys are armed with smarts and versatility for sureébut thatӚs not all: theyӚre also 
brandishing some formidable zany creativity.ó - Katie Nicholson, CBC.

“Side-splitting, snappy and sassy, Hot Thespian Action is hands down (yeah, I said it) the 
best sketch comedy troupe in Winnipeg.ó - Jared Story, Uptown Magazine.

Visit our website at www.hotthespianaction.com
and our fan page at facebook.com/hot.thespian.action

Contact:  Shannon Guile, (204) 997 - 4183    Email: sha_nnon10@hotmail.com
	       Garth Merkeley (204) 612 - 9633    Email: merkeley@hotmail.com




